PURPLE Topic Paper on Climate Change

Examples climate change adaptation strategies from Nord Pas de Calais
	1. What are the key vulnerabilities/ impacts for your region or peri-urban areas? 

· flooding (especially in highly urbanised areas) & coastal erosion

· shortage of drinking water (high vulnerability of the underground water) 

· problem with low rivers’ stream

· extreme climate events 
· loss of biodiversity (difficult timeframe for biodiversity adaptation)


	2. What are the main adaptation objectives for your region or peri-urban areas?

· at this stage action plans are being drafted at local level (local climate plans)
· the regional climate plan is also in the drafting stage and the adaptation level only identifies orientations (no precise actions):
especially to increase knowledge on the role of agriculture on maritime area; carbon pits; carbon storage & capture
· a new instrument (a Regional Directive to contain peri-urbanisation) is also being drafted: 
· coordination with a Regional Directive on green & blue network  (document partially achieved);

· cross references should be made with the Regional Climate Plan 

· responsibilities towards climate change are identified: limiting journeys, encouraging sustainable transports; developing denseness of buildings; afforesting in urban areas. More generally; sustainable land consumption and management.   


	3. Which barriers have been identified?

- financial

- reluctance to change behaviors (for example agricultural practices; citizens habits towards individual housing and cars)


	4. Which adaptation actions have been chosen? 
According to the general orientations to be followed by the local climate plan (non exhaustive list):
· increasing the territory’s strengths : developing wet lands and flooding zones

· lowering economic vulnerabilities: helping poor people with energy consumption

· carbon compensation: developing the regional forest 
5. What makes this example peri-urban?

	

	6. What is the role of the region and is there synergy with other regional and national policy?

· at national level: the so called  “Grenelle de l’environnement”
· at regional level, as above mentioned: the already existing “Regional Scheme for land planning & development” (+ link with other sectoral schemes such as economic development, transport, research & education) , the future Regional Directive to contain peri-urbanisation, the Regional Climate Plan


	6. Has the strategy been embedded within existing policy?
 There is no specific strategy devoted to climate change in peri-urban areas, but actions and draft actions plans that could address this issue (for example: regional policy for urban renewal & urban excellence, development of multimodal stations).


	7. Is there political backing and managerial support? If yes, how was this achieved?
· “CAP Climat” is an initiative to ensure the political governance & commitment of the whole Regional Climate Plan process. It involves the  5 regional institutional partners: State, Region, 2 General Councils (Nord & Pas de Calais) , ADEME (Environment & Energy Agency )
· The Steering committee of the Regional Directive to contain peri-urbanisation involves many regional partners
· The regional “Conference for land use & management” (created in July 2009) ensures political discussions a balanced use of land between agriculture, nature, urban & economic development. 
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